
CATA Curricular Code Change Proposal
Make a copy of this document. In order to input information.

Contest: Forestry

Proposed by:
(Name, School, Email)

Matt Pritchard, Red Bluff HS, mpritcha@rbhsd.org

Issue: (Describe the reason/rationale for the proposed change.)

Clarifying details

Please answer yes or no to ALL the questions below.

This proposal will require a contest to open out of rotation no

The change will affect General Rules no

The change will affect the awards needed. no

The proposed change will affect tabulations/scorecards no

The proposed change will affect contest forms. no

The proposed change will affect contest hosting site. (e.g. additional
facilities, new sections, additional scoring, etc.)

no

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, you need to include the following
signatures: Click here for link to CDE Contest Advisor and Coordinator list.

CATA Approved Contest Advisor’s Signature

CDE Host Site Contest Coordinator’s Signature

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, please explain.
*It is highly recommended that you, or a representative, attend the pre-conference governing board meeting to answer any
questions regarding proposed curricular code changes to contests that are requested to be opened out of rotation.



Description: (Describe what is changing.)

All of the proposed changes are details that have always been question at contests. These
changes will clarify the answers for these issues.

Proposed CATA Code Change: (Only include the section that the proposed change pertains to – do
not include the entire contest. Reference numbered section. If editing text, show new text with old text in
parenthesis. For large changes, set track changes in the Word document and attach the file, with edits, to
this document when submitting.)

Changes are attached

Instructions for Submitting Curricular Code Change
● Make sure the form is complete.
● Download and Submit this document as a PDF

○ Click File → Download → Download as a PDF
● If your proposal requires signatures make sure to contact the contest advisor and

contest host. Tip: Docusign, Doc Hub are great sources for digital signature requests.
○ Click Here for contest Host and Advisor List

● Email completed Curricular Change Proposal PDF to cata@calagteachers.org by June
1st.

Warning: Make sure you add all the topics or concerns you would like to discuss at the
Curricular Code CDE meeting. If it's not posted on the CATA Curricular Code Changes website
by June 1st, it cannot be discussed.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bs9vS0J0RqMvgbpztYm4lnh8M9TQH8QJ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:cata@calagteachers.org


AREA 7 Tree Height  20 30  30  120 
 Diameter  20 30   40  160 
 Log Scaling  20 30  30  120 
 
 
 

A. AREA 6 Graph and Table Interpretation:  50 points total. 
 

2 Board foot volume 
a) The dbh and height for three trees will be given. 
b) Board foot volume will be determined using a volume table in units 

of Scribner’s Decimal C, board foot volume. 
 
 
 
X. Timber Measurements (Skillset IV) 

A. AREA 7 Timber Measurement 
1. Tree Height 

a) Contestants will measure tree heights on two trees to the very top 
of the tree. 

2. The clinometer will be used on one tree for total height, and either a 
logger’s tape or a one hundred (100) foot tape will be used for measuring 
distance from the tree.  Answers will be given in feet. 

3. The Merritt Hypsometer will be used on one tree for number logs, and 
either a logger’s tape or a one hundred (100) foot tape will be used for 
measuring distance from the tree. Answers will be given in logs and ½ logs.  
When reading the hypsometer; answers will always be rounded down to the 
nearest half logs. 

4. Scoring Information 
a) Time allowed:  10 30 minutes. 

 
 
 
 

5. Tree Diameter 
a) Contestants will measure four (4) trees for diameters.  Diameter will 

be determined at dbh (4.5 ft.). 
b) Trees A & B will be measured with a Biltmore Stick  
c) Trees C & D will be measured with a diameter tape to the nearest 

0.1 in. 
d) Scoring Information 

(1) Time allowed: 10 30 minutes. 
(2) Total points for this event: 40. 
(3) Scoring: Ten points will be scored for each diameter.   One 
point will be deducted for each two (2) inches of error for trees 
measured with a Biltmore Stick ½ points will not be used.  One 



point will be deducted for each 0.1 inch of error for the trees 
measured with a diameter tape. 

6. Log Scaling (Appendix F) 
a) A Scribner’s Decimal C log scaling stick will be used. 
b) The answer will be given in board feet.  A log defect may be 

indicated and will be identified by its volume in either board feet or 
in Scribner’s Decimal C.   

c) No odd length logs will be used.  If rounds are used for diameters, 
two rounds should be used, one for the small end and one for the 
large end.  The log length will be given in even footage.  Length rules 
are included in Appendix F.  Rules for butt logs are also provided in 
Appendix F.  If the contest is giving butt logs, this needs to be 
indicated on the log or score sheet clearly to the contestant. 

d) Scoring Information 
(1) Time allowed:  10 30 minutes. 
(2) Total points for this event: 30. 
(3) Scoring: Two logs will be measured at 15 points each.  One 
point will be deducted for each 10 bd. ft. of error. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Compass and Tape Measurement – Team Event 
1. The four (4) team members will be given data for a four-sided traverse. 
2. Compass bearings will be to the nearest one (1) degree. 
3. The traverse will be set up by the judge with a staff compass, transit or an 

advanced technique that is superior to a transit. If the course is laid out with 
a compass, bearings will be true bearings and the compass used will be 
adjusted for declination. 

Contestants will be supplied with a Silva hand bearing compass and a 100 foot tape.  All 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Appendix H – Volume Table insert Form class 65, delete Form Class 80 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 



CATA Curricular Code Change Proposal

Contest: Forestry

Proposed by:
(Name, School, Email)

Katie Alling, Nevada Union, kalling@njuhsd.com

Issue: (Describe the reason/rationale for the proposed change.)

Competitors have expressed a need to have a ruler and a display of needles for plant ID.

Please answer yes or no to ALL the questions below.

This proposal will require a contest to open out of rotation No

The change will affect General Rules No

The change will affect the awards needed. No

The proposed change will affect tabulations/scorecards No

The proposed change will affect contest forms. No

The proposed change will affect contest hosting site. (e.g. additional
facilities, new sections, additional scoring, etc.)

Not really- add
rulers and tape out
needle displays for
ID component..

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, you need to include the following
signatures: Click here for link to CDE Contest Advisor and Coordinator list.

CATA Approved Contest Advisor’s Signature

CDE Host Site Contest Coordinator’s Signature

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, please explain.
*It is highly recommended that you, or a representative, attend the pre-conference governing board meeting to answer any
questions regarding proposed curricular code changes to contests that are requested to be opened out of rotation.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bs9vS0J0RqMvgbpztYm4lnh8M9TQH8QJ/view?usp=sharing


Description: (Describe what is changing.)

Students would be able to use a ruler for identification.

If contestants are not permitted to touch plant samples, some plants (pine trees) would have a
typical bundle taped on a 3x5 card so students can easily count the needles and see the
length.

Proposed CATA Code Change: (Only include the section that the proposed change pertains to – do
not include the entire contest. Reference numbered section. If editing text, show new text with old text in
parenthesis. For large changes, set track changes in the Word document and attach the file, with edits, to
this document when submitting.)

I. Identification (Skillset I)

A. AREA 1 Plant Identification (Appendix A)

1. Fifty specimens from the Plants Identification list in Appendix A will be
displayed.

2. Fresh foliage is preferred and if fruit, flowers or cones are available
they will be part of the identification specimen. Otherwise cones, fruit or
flower, and stems shall be used with a pressed specimen (no more than
five pressed items are allowed).

3. The list in Appendix A and the score card shall list plants by scientific
name, in alphabetical order, with common names listed on the right.

4. Fruit and/or cones can be displayed by themselves if they are
underlined in the plant list (not to exceed five fruits and/or cones on the
contest).

5. If contestants are not permitted to touch plant samples, needled plants
should have a typical group displayed by taping to a 3x5 card next to the
sample so needle length and other features can be observed.

6. Students are permitted to use a ruler.

7. 5. Scoring Information

a) Time allowed: 30 minutes.

b) Total points for this event: 100.

8. 6. Scoring: 2 points for each correctly identified plant species.



Instructions for Submitting Curricular Code Change
● Make sure the form is complete.
● Download and Submit this document as a PDF

○ Click File → Download → Download as a PDF
● If your proposal requires signatures make sure to contact the contest advisor and

contest host. Tip: Docusign, Doc Hub are great sources for digital signature requests.
○ Click Here for contest Host and Advisor List

● Email completed Curricular Change Proposal PDF to cata@calagteachers.org by June
1st.

Warning: Make sure you add all the topics or concerns you would like to discuss at the
Curricular Code CDE meeting. If it's not posted on the CATA Curricular Code Changes website
by June 1st, it cannot be discussed.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bs9vS0J0RqMvgbpztYm4lnh8M9TQH8QJ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:cata@calagteachers.org


CATA Curricular Code Change Proposal

Contest: Forestry

Proposed by:
(Name, School, Email)

Katie Alling, Nevada Union, kalling@njuhsd.com

Issue: (Describe the reason/rationale for the proposed change.)

The host site has noted an obsolete dendrology list and provided an updated list.

Please answer yes or no to ALL the questions below.

This proposal will require a contest to open out of rotation No

The change will affect General Rules No

The change will affect the awards needed. No

The proposed change will affect tabulations/scorecards No

The proposed change will affect contest forms. Not Really - ID
form only not
judging card.

The proposed change will affect contest hosting site. (e.g. additional
facilities, new sections, additional scoring, etc.)

No

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, you need to include the following
signatures: Click here for link to CDE Contest Advisor and Coordinator list.

CATA Approved Contest Advisor’s Signature

CDE Host Site Contest Coordinator’s Signature

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, please explain.
*It is highly recommended that you, or a representative, attend the pre-conference governing board meeting to answer any
questions regarding proposed curricular code changes to contests that are requested to be opened out of rotation.

The coded list would need to be updated. Not the judging card.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bs9vS0J0RqMvgbpztYm4lnh8M9TQH8QJ/view?usp=sharing


Description: (Describe what is changing.)

The dendrology list would be updated to current names of plants.

Proposed CATA Code Change: (Only include the section that the proposed change pertains to – do
not include the entire contest. Reference numbered section. If editing text, show new text with old text in
parenthesis. For large changes, set track changes in the Word document and attach the file, with edits, to
this document when submitting.)

See attached documents.

Instructions for Submitting Curricular Code Change
● Make sure the form is complete.
● Download and Submit this document as a PDF

○ Click File → Download → Download as a PDF
● If your proposal requires signatures make sure to contact the contest advisor and

contest host. Tip: Docusign, Doc Hub are great sources for digital signature requests.
○ Click Here for contest Host and Advisor List

● Email completed Curricular Change Proposal PDF to cata@calagteachers.org by June
1st.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bs9vS0J0RqMvgbpztYm4lnh8M9TQH8QJ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:cata@calagteachers.org







