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State Budget: Déjà Vu;
Ag Incentive Grant Good to

Go for Coming Year
By Jim Aschwanden, CATA Executive Director

I have come to dread writing this column for the October
edition of the GOLDEN SLATE. How many ways can you attempt to
explain what’s happening in Sacramento, when it’s just the same
old story? As this edition heads to the printer, it’s déjà vu all over
again regarding the state budget — We don’t have one yet.
Rumors persist that we will have something “by the end of the
month,” but nobody has identified which month that will be.

I believe that we will have
“something” within the next
few weeks, and that “some-
thing” will not be much differ-
ent than the fiction that they
have crafted in the past. We
will see more creative financ-
ing schemes that will give the
appearance of a state budget,
without the hard work that
would be required to create an
accurate one. More of the same,
with the same eventual results
— how’s that for a Sacramento
update?
Ag Incentive Grant

The news is better regarding
the Ag Incentive Grant (AIG).
By now you should know that
regardless of what happens
with the state budget, AIG is
good to go for 2010-11. Both
houses have agreed that the
tiered categorical approach
will not be altered for this year,

which means that districts will
not have increased flexibility
regarding the expenditure of
AIG funds for this fiscal year.

The California Department
of Education has been notified
of this agreement, and the
funds will flow out to schools
with the expectation that the
money is actually spent on Ag
programs. ROP and Adult Ed
have lobbied hard to be moved
from tier 3 up to tier 2, but it
doesn’t look like that will hap-
pen this year. Again, AIG re-
mains in tier 2 for this year.
Career Technical Education

By now, the Governor will
have signed or vetoed a few
pieces of legislation that affect
Career Technical Education
(CTE). AB 2446 (Furutani)
would permit CTE courses to
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be added to meeting the one-
year requirement for gradua-
tion currently met by foreign
language or fine arts. This bill
is on the Governor’s desk and
we are hopeful that he will sign
it. The fine arts and foreign
language teachers are on the
rampage as expected, but hope-
fully the bill will be signed.
This bill was almost derailed
but was rescued at the last
minute by a bipartisan group
of legislators, which should
help it gain approval.

SB 1380 (Hancock) puts into
statute that districts must use
Proposition 1-D facilities for
CTE purposes only. Sounds
fine, but the Education Coali-
tion fought this so hard that
the final version requires only
that districts use 1-D facilities
for CTE for a  five-year period
once they are constructed. We
feel that this actually
incentivizes districts to fraudu-

lently apply for CTE grants to
build facilities, with the in-
tended purpose of using them
for other purposes after five
years. We have communicated
our concerns to the Governor’s
Office, and are hopeful this bill
will be vetoed.

AB 1223 (Block) codifies a
generic CTE “credential” for
academic teachers, allowing
them to access CTE funds for
use in Linked Learning pro-
grams. We are pushing hard
for a veto.
November Election

The November election has
the potential to have a dramatic
effect on how we move for-
ward from here. Given the cur-
rent state of affairs, I simply
don’t know what to suggest.
The two most important posts
for Ag Education are the
Governor’s race and the Su-
perintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, and I really don’t have
much hope that either candi-

date for these positions has the
leadership and experience to
get this ship of state turned
around anytime soon. I know
— it’s déjà vu all over again….

In the meantime, keep doing
what you’re doing. Ag Educa-
tion will weather this storm.
Our numbers remain strong,
and we’ve even seen some pro-
grams expand this fall. I had a
chance to work with groups of
Australian agriculture stu-
dents and teachers who toured
our programs this fall, and they
were incredibly impressed by
the dedication and enthusiasm
they observed.

I am grateful to the CATA
and FFA members who so el-
egantly demonstrated to our
guests why our programs and
activities continue to flourish
and prosper — Ag Education
puts kids first, and encourages
them to grow in a positive fash-
ion. Thanks for all that you do!

✤

State Budget: Déjà Vu; Ag Incentive Grant
Good to Go for Coming Year

2010-2011… The New School Year Is Here
By Darol Fishman, CATA President

On Wednesday, August 18, the annual phenomenon of lost students, lost teachers, and signs pointing to classes began as it has
for the last 48 years at Merced College… the opening day of the new school year. New students wander aimlessly looking for their
English class, which is located in either room AG-10 or AG-11. They sheepishly — gotta use an ag term for the non-ag students out
here — poke their heads in the office and ask for directions and Division Secretary Karen Wallace kindly guides them along their
way.

Even some of the new teachers wander in on
occasion trying to find PS-1 in which they will
be teaching a philosophy class. The opening
day at Merced College marks the beginning of
new era for many and a continuation for some.
New Faces

The same goes on at all the high school agri-
culture programs in California around this time
of year. As we all watch our class numbers and
observe our students, the first thing we notice is
the number of new faces in our “freshman”
class.

There are many new students in our intro-
ductory courses, which is a good indicator of
how the advanced courses in a program will
play out down the road. We all have students
enrolling in our program from all of our feeder

schools, which for us are our local high schools.
For the high school ag programs it’s the junior
highs or middle schools. If like most schools
your class counts look very good and are up
from last year…this leads us to believe we are
doing the right thing.

As we… all ag programs… don’t have a cap-
tive audience like our brethren in English or
math, we have to get the good word out about
the things we have to offer in our programs.
Activities

Many of us will be hosting and participating
in a number of FFA/Leadership activities this
year. For us it’s the Merced/Mariposa FFA
Leadership Conference and CATA meeting this
month. Then come the regional CATA meet-
ings in the fall, as well as Project Competition.

Springtime rolls in with a ven-
geance when FFA Field Days
come alive as well as FFA State
Farmer Degree Ceremonies…
I know it has changed to the
State Degree, but old habits die
hard.

And then there’s the State
FFA Leadership Conference to
get, and keep, members fired
up. Cal Poly then hosts the State
FFA Judging Finals. Throw in

Darol Fishman
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sectional meetings, fairs and
shows, concession stands, and
the multitude of activities this
job entails and one wonders
where the year went… and it’s
gone in a flash.
Calendar Train Wreck

Aside from the usual gar-
bage going on in Sacramento, I
am looking forward to a great
year teaching my classes and
serving as your state CATA
president. This year looks like
a calendar train wreck, but
when it is all done and said, I

will look back and reflect on
what a great year it has been
because I will make it so.

We should all take a look at
what we are doing, the many
things we do, and the lives we
will affect. We have taken on a
monumental task, one that the
ordinary classroom teacher
would shrink to, but we relish
the pressure, the commitment
and the accomplishment.

Have a great year and I am
anxiously looking forward to
visiting with you at meetings,
conferences and other activi-
ties. ✤

2010-2011… The New School
Year Is Here

91st Annual CATA State Conference
Gold Medal Standard

By Jake Dunn, CATA President-Elect
The 91st meeting of the California Agricultural Teachers’ Association was held the week of June 20 through June 24 on the campus

of Cal Poly State University, San Luis Obispo.
The conference was kicked off at the Perform-

ing Art Center Harmon Hall with a keynote
address from Trent Loos. Trent is a nationally
recognized spokesman for agriculture and can
be heard across the country in his daily radio
show “Loos Tales.”

Trent, a sixth generation farmer and rancher,
challenged us to think outside the box as we
communicate the story of agriculture and to be
sure that we are using the right words to make
our message understood by a growing public
that is far removed from production agricul-
ture. We must take advantage of the “Elevator
Moments” and share what makes our food and
fiber the least expensive, safest and most effi-
ciently produced in the world.
Recognition

We recognized Dr. Warren Baker for his 31
years of service as the president of Cal Poly.
Steve DeRose presented a statue as a token of
our thanks to Dr. Baker’s efforts and hosting us for the last 31
years.

Each of the universities introduced their student teachers who
are eagerly pursuing employment around the state. There were
52 student teachers in total. Good luck to all of them and
welcome to the profession.

One candidate stepped forward to join the executive commit-
tee for the next five years. Cindy Rohde from Pierce High School
in Arbuckle became our new CATA State Treasurer. We wel-
come Cindy and look forward to her service to the state.

The CATA Hall of Fame inducted two new members, Abdul
Mohamed from the Southern Region and Stan Rose from the
South Coast region. Darol Fishman presented their recognition,
and we thank Mr. Mohammed and Mr. Rose for their years of
service to the CATA and Agricultural Education.
Retirees

Fifteen teachers announced their retirement. Joining us at
conference were Glen Casey, Bill Loveridge, David Pritchard
and Lowell Hurst. Unable to join us were Donna Shannon, Dan
Kemp, Jack Pchelkin, Sam Walker, Debbi Clark, Mike Soukup,
Ron King, Jody Baker, Jeff Rhiner, John Bell and Larry Shuklian.

Congratulations to all of them for their successful careers!
Business of the Post-Secondary, Secondary and Operations

Divisions was transacted with changes to the CATA Curricular
Activities Code (Updates are posted at www.calagteachers.org/
CCode/index.htm), procedures for submitting awards applica-
tions, review of FFA applications, approval of the 2010-2011
budget with the addition of funds to aid Hugh Mooney in his run
for NAAE Board president elect. Outstanding resources from
the CTE-Online program as well as the California Poultry Fed-
eration were presented. The Post-Secondary group reported on
improvements in CAL, Precision Agriculture, Teacher Prepara-
tion, and Pest Control Advisors programs.

The North Coast Region hosted a tremendous banquet with a

night at the ESPYs. Masters of Ceremony Randy
and Laura Mendes did an outstanding job, along
with Darol Fishman as the hard work of several
programs and teachers were recognized.

(Pictures on pages 13–15.)
Awards

Outstanding 2-3 Person Program: Bret Harte
High School;

Outstanding Large Program: Atwater High
School;

Outstanding Post-Secondary Program: Santa
Rosa Junior College,

Outstanding Overall Program: Atwater High
School;

Outstanding Young Teacher:  Judy
Aschwanden, Santa Rosa High School;

Outstanding Teacher “Don Wilson Memo-
rial”: Kim Miller, Mission Viejo High School.

2010 Class of CATA Teachers of Excellence:
Wayne Forsythe, Lilly Pimentel, Katy (Hoag)

Cardoza, Kim Miller, Ric Lemucchi, Nikki Maddux, Brent New-
port, John Avila, Steven Rocca, Trena Kimler-Richards.
Thanks

The 2010 Summer CATA Conference was adjourned on Thurs-
day, June 24, by Darol Fishman.

Thank you to Larry Wright, CATA past president, for his
years of service to the organization. Special thanks to Kerry
Stockton and Donetta Rosson for their behind-the-scenes work
to ensure that the conference and the CATA run smoothly. Of
course, thank you to Jim Aschwanden for his guidance and work
throughout this trying year. ✤

Jake Dunn
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CSU, Chico Update
By Sarah DeForest

Another year of learning, opportunity, and growth is under way at CSU, Chico. With record enrollments in the College of
Agriculture, new facilities on campus, and new programs and products to complement existing ones, this year promises to be one
of our best.
Outreach and Enrollment

Despite campus- and sys-
tem-wide cutbacks, enrollment
in the College of Agriculture
grew by 10 percent in 2010,
reaching a record enrollment
of 439 for the fall semester.
Much of that growth is in the
Crops, Horticulture and Land
Resource Management option,
which saw a 30 percent increase
in enrollment due to targeted
efforts to recruit students into
the plant sciences field in or-
der to meet industry demand
for those graduates.

Additional growth is taking
place in our new B.S. in animal
science, which took effect this
year. Previously, animal sci-
ence was an option under the
agriculture major.
Ag Ambassadors

As the university motto sug-
gests, “Today Decides Tomor-
row,” a team of 63 agriculture
ambassadors have signed up
to spend the year deciding how
best to promote the College of
Agriculture. Through various
outreach events within Cali-
fornia, the ambassadors work
to recruit and retain students
for Chico State agriculture.
Ambassadors visit  high
schools and community col-
leges to network with prospec-
tive students about opportuni-
ties in agriculture at Chico
State.

Further emphasizing the
family atmosphere of the col-
lege, the first item on the am-
bassadors’ agenda was a fall
retreat held at recent alumna
Hallie Muller’s family farm,
Full Belly Farms in Guinda. A
quick glance into the upcom-
ing year and it’s likely ambas-
sadors will be seen assisting in
events such as Sierra-Oro Pass-
port Weekend, Hall of Honor
Reception, Butte County’s
Farm-City Celebration, Chico
Ag Unplugged!, Ag Transfer

Tours, and high school and
community college visits.
Recruitment Events

Chico Ag Unplugged! is a
new event designed especially
for high school agriculture stu-
dents (replacing Opportunity
Day). Friday, October 15 will
be an exciting, action-packed
day designed to let students
see what the “Chico Experi-
ence” is all about and motivate
them to strive for higher edu-
cation. They will interact with
college students and faculty
members, tour campus, visit
the Wildcat Recreation Center
and classrooms, and take part
in hands-on lab activities at our
University Farm.

Additionally, they’ll learn
about the steps they need to
take to get here. As budgets
tighten, and the admissions
process becomes stricter, it is
crucial that students start plan-
ning for their future well be-
fore they graduate.

Registration will be open for
the first 200 students to sign
up after September 15. The
event will run from 9 a.m.-2:45
p.m. and there will be a $5 per
student charge to cover lunch.

Teachers can reserve spots
for their students after
September 15 by e-mailing
agoutreach@csuchico. edu.

Ag Transfer Tours will be
held on Friday, October 1 and
has been designed with the
transfer student in mind. It will
include campus and farm tours
and a chance to interact with
faculty members in their pro-
gram area. Students will at-
tend a workshop covering ad-
missions policies, course ar-
ticulations and advising tips.

The event will run from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. and be free of charge.
Students can reserve a spot by
e-mailing agoutreach@csuchico.
edu.
AG*IDEA

As we continually looking
for ways to enhance the aca-
demic programs we offer, we
hope that in the next year or
two, we’ll be able to offer an
online master’s of agricultural
education through a consor-
tium to which we belong
known as AG*IDEA. Members
of this consortium are among
the premier research institu-
tions in the country, such as
North Carolina State Univer-
sity, Kansas State University
and University of Missouri.
These universities offer online
courses to members of
AG*IDEA so that member in-
stitutions can increase pro-
grams they offer without hav-
ing to hire additional faculty.

Membership in the
AG*IDEA Consortium will
help us make it possible to
serve agricultural education
students and credentialed
teachers who want to pursue a
master’s degree from the con-
venience of their home and at a
pace that may fit better in their
professional schedules than
that of a full-time student.

We are working on an ag-
gressive timetable for approval
this year through the campus,
the Chancellor’s Office and the
Western Association of Schools
and Colleges (WASC) systems,
respectively.
New Residence Hall

For the third year in a row,
students returning to campus
in the fall were greeted with a

brand new building. The five-
story Sutter Hall will house 220
student residents plus a new
dining complex to replace the
dining facility at neighboring
Whitney Hall. Sutter Hall is
the latest new construction on
campus, joining the Gateway
Science Museum, which
opened earlier this year next to
Bidwell Mansion; the popular
109,000-square-foot Wildcat
Recreation Center,  which
opened in 2009; and the Stu-
dent Services Center on the
corner of 2nd and Warner
Streets, which opened in 2008.
Entrepreneurial Focus at
University Farm

In a move to introduce con-
cepts of entrepreneurialism
and niche marketing to our stu-
dents, the University Farm is
expanding its line of products
available directly to consum-
ers with the introduction of
Chico State Olive Oil and Chico
State Beans, as well as a new
student-run pasture-raised egg
project.

The olive oil is the result of
the first harvest and pressing
of olives from a UC cold hardi-
ness trial that is planted on the
farm. The “unfiltered field
blend” is sold in 250 mL bottles
for $10 per bottle. Also new are
10-pound bags of dry Cran-
berry Beans and Yellow Beans
available for $10 per bag. The
pasture-raised, free range egg
project is the result of a stu-
dent-funded grant through the
Associated Students Sustain-
ability Fund.

The olive oil, beans and eggs
join a growing list of Chico
State University Farm products
available for sale to the public,
including walnuts, produce
from the Organic Vegetable
Project, and jerky, sausage and
fresh meats at the University
Farm Meats Lab. In late Au-

Despite campus- and system-wide
cutbacks, enrollment in the College of
Agriculture grew by 10 percent in 2010

Teacher Educator News
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gust, the farm was also swarm-
ing with customers during the
farm’s popular u-pick peach
and u-pick corn attractions.

Currently, sales of all these
products take place at various
times and locations depend-
ing on the product.  The
college’s next step will be to
develop an online farm store
where customers can view and
purchase products in one loca-
tion: their own computer. The
goal is to launch the online
farm store in 2011.

The long-term vision is to
build a farmstead creamery
and store at the University
Farm where visitors can learn
about agriculture, watch dairy
products being made and pur-
chase their Chico State Univer-
sity Farm products on site.
Achievements

Tradition of Leadership
Continues: Agribusiness ma-
jor Kate Knutsen became the
third College of Agriculture
student in so many years to
win a campus-wide Associated
Students seat with her election
as vice president of facilities
and services. The vice presi-
dent of facilities and services
acts as a student representa-
tive to the two campus facili-
ties owned by the Associated
Students (AS): the Bell Memo-
rial Union and the new Wild-
cat Recreation Center. Knutsen,
a Chico native, follows in the
tradition of both Jesse Eller
(2008–09 AS president) and
Erin Van Peer (2009–10 AS ex-
ecutive vice president) hold-
ing elected positions in the
Associated Students.

Chico State Wins Food Mar-
keting Competition: The Col-
lege of Agriculture Food Mar-
keting Team competed at the
Western Collegiate Food Mar-
keting Competition in Fresno,
March 20–21. CSU, Chico
placed first in the domestic di-
vision and second in the inter-
national division. In addition,
the international team received

second place through student
votes for the Most Innovative
Market Idea, and second place
for the Best PowerPoint Pre-
sentation.

The Domestic Team — con-
sisting of Haley Hunt, Jillian
Kehoe and Elle Karno-Palcic —
outshone the competition with
its idea for marketing organic
and locally produced premium
quality chevon (goat meat) in
Northern California.

The International Team —
consisting of Kirby Swickard,
Sara Spafford and Tiffany Gomes
— placed second in its divi-
sion with its idea for market-
ing gourmet fruit butter in Lon-
don, UK.

All marketing teams were
judged on the market analysis,
competitive analysis, finan-
cials and presentation of their
products by industry experts.

Quiz Bowl Team Competes
in Denver: CSU, Chico sent six
students to the Academic Quiz
Bowl held in Denver, CO July
25–26. Coached by Dr. Eric
Houk, Janice Bridwell, Michelle
Coon, Elizabeth Hurd, Marcela
Samaniego, Meghan Stevenson
and Elizabeth Tutt competed

against schools from all over
the nation in a Jeopardy-style
competition that tests students’
knowledge and skill in a num-
ber of areas of agricultural busi-
ness and economics. In the
double-elimination tourna-
ment, the team of Samaniego,
Hurd and Stevenson made it
into the top 10, but was elimi-
nated in a very close round
against Purdue.

FFA Experience Sets Ag Stu-
dents Out Front on Campus:
Whether they are mentoring
freshmen, developing curricu-
lum, or facilitating conferences
and workshops, Chico State ag
students with a background in
FFA are using their communi-
cation and leadership skills to
serve students across campus
and throughout the state.
Marlene Romero was hired this
year as one of four facilitators
for the Freshman Leadership
Opportunity (FLO), a program
that selects 40 freshmen and
prepares them for higher lev-
els of leadership. As a facilita-
tor for this elite group, Romero
is in charge of organizing meet-
ings, facilitating training and
mentoring students.

Teacher Educator News

CSU, Chico Update

Upcoming Events at CSU, Chico
October 1 ......... Ag Transfer Tours
October 8-17 .... The Chico Experience Week
October 9 ......... Hall of Honor Reception
October 9-10 .... Sierra Oro Farm Trail Passport Weekend
October 15 ....... Chico Ag Unplugged!

January 28 ....... Chico State Ag Alumni Reunion at Red Bluff Bull & Gelding Sale
January 29 ....... Swine Education Day
February 2 ....... Colusa Alumni Breakfast
February 12 ..... Sheep and Goat Education Day
February 12 ..... CSU, Chico Invitational Parliamentary Procedure Contest
March 12 .......... CSU, Chico/Butte College FFA Field Day
March 26 .......... College of Agriculture Spring Tours
April 23-24 ...... Circle of Champions Jackpot Show
June 13 .............. Superior Ag Golf Classic

FLO was developed by Chico
State ag graduate Marcus
Hollan, who took a previous
Associated Students program
known as “Road Crew” and
developed its goals and con-
tent into a program to equip
and inspire servant leaders.

In off-campus leadership
news, Chico State is home to
six of the 15 Greenhand pre-
senters hired by California
FFA. Leslie Buckingham, Katie
Bielen,  Richard Ballinger,  Haydn
Clement, Isaac Valencia and
Marlene Romero are busy this
fall presenting seven Green-
hand Conferences to high
school freshmen.

The College of Agriculture
is proud of all of its graduates,
but two recent grads in par-
ticular are making a difference
for the FFA organization they
love. Marcus Hollan (agri-busi-
ness, ’10) was hired by Califor-
nia FFA as the association’s
leadership coordinator. Addi-
tionally, Erica Flores (agri-busi-
ness, ’07) was recently pro-
moted to coordinator of diver-
sity and inclusion at the Na-
tional FFA Association in In-
dianapolis, IN. ✤
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Dave Spaulding
Division Manager

(559) 280-9907 cell
dspaulding@westernmilling.com

O.H. Kruse Grain & Milling
Universal Feeds

Western Agri-Products

We encourage your patron-
age of our Corporate Members,
as they have shown a commit-
ment to supporting agricul-
tural education in California.

If you are aware of any oth-

ers who may be interested in
this type of membership, call
(916) 714-2970 or e-mail cata@
calagteachers.org so we may
send pertinent information.

✤

We Need Leaders
By Hugh Mooney, Consultant, California Department of Education

An election year always provides a reason to reflect on the need for leaders. No matter where you go, you will see or hear a
commercial from a candidate stating how they will fix everything. They often provide a simplistic description of how they will make
everything better.

What they fail to mention is that once they are
elected they have little ability to make real
change. To do that requires true leadership that
can inspire other elected leaders to do the right
thing. To put their constituents’ needs above
their own desire to be re-elected or elected to
higher office. When is the last time we had that
kind of a leader?
Policy Advisers Key

When we discuss who might become our next
Governor or the next Superintendent of Public
Instruction I am not sure that it matters much.
What I have come to believe matters most is
who they hire to advise them on policy.

I do not believe that the Governor, the Super-
intendent of Public Instruction, your state Sena-
tor or member of the Assembly can know the
details of every issue that they are asked to make decisions on.
They rely on those who work for them to gather information and
give them the best advice available to make decisions. They have
a Chief of Staff who serves as a buffer between the elected official
and the many people who would like to influence that elected
official.

When Governor Schwarzenegger attended the State FFA Con-
vention, it was not because of his personal desire. It was because
people in his inner circle got the Chief of Staff to put it on his
calendar. Relationships provide access and the opportunity to
cause influence.
Educational Model

As a profession, agricultural educators pride themselves on
having an educational model that is viewed by many as the best
in the education field. Classroom instruction combined with
supervised agriculture experience and leadership development
through the FFA organization has become a model that other
disciplines say is not possible for them.

They are correct. To implement the model
requires a desire to engage students in learning
beyond the classroom. There may be individual
teachers who would be willing. But as a group
these teachers have not been expected to have
that level of involvement in the past and have
no desire to do it in the future.

We are lucky in agricultural education that
we had leaders who saw the value to the model
and developed a support mechanism for the
profession. Where would we be today without
leadership in the past? Where are our future
leaders?
Who Will Replace Retirees?

When I look around at state staff meetings I
sometimes think about the fact that I am one of
the new people at the table. I am often asked by

the profession when this person or that person might retire. The
reality is that for some it will be soon.

The better question to ask is who will be hired to replace them.
This spring, all three staff positions for Home Economics were

open and authorized to be filled. Only one person was hired.
There were no other qualified applicants. Currently, they are
interviewing again to fill the other two positions. We will see if
leaders have stepped forward.
Who Will Lead?

If we had three openings today, who would be the three
people who should fill those positions? Who would make your
short list if you were charged with making the decision? What if
Jim Aschwanden were to retire? Who is ready to fill his shoes?

I know that some of you have thought about the questions that
I pose. As a profession, what should we be doing to identify and
develop leaders and prepare them for these leadership positions
in the future? I would guess that you have heard the following
question before. If not you, who? ✤

Hugh Mooney
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Corporate Membership

Heather
Johnson

Sales Representative

Science Lab Equipment,
Industry Leader in Physics

(916) 548-8775
heather_johnson@
vwreducation.com

www.sargentwelch.com

California
Association of
Pest Control

Advisers
Terry W. Stark
President/CEO

1143 N. Market Blvd., Suite 7
Sacramento, CA 95834

(916) 928-1625 x202
Fax (916) 928-0705

terry@capca.com
www.capca.com

Rhonda Rigney
Senior Sales Associate

4825 Stoddard Road
Modesto, CA 95356

(800) 558-9595
Fax (209) 543-1244

www.eNASCO.com
rrigney@eNASCO.com

Agricultural
Science
Supplies

Iowa State University
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences

Distance Education
Complete your master’s program online:

Master of Science in Agricultural Education
Master of Agriculture

Master of Science in Agronomy
Master of Seed Technology & Business

www.agde.iastate.edu
agdehelp@iastate.edu           (515) 294-7656

Farmers
Warehouse
P.O. Box 160

4367 Jessup Rd.
Keyes, CA 95328

(209) 632-2333
Fax (209) 634-6341

Feed & Seed
Supplier

www.FarmersWarehouse.com

Christopher S. Cota
President

P.O. Box 348376
Sacramento, CA 95834-8376

(916) 419-8590
Cell (530) 681-5635
Fax (916) 419-8592

chris@pacificagcommodities.com
www.pacificagcommodities.com

James H.
Berry

Financial Services
Professional

2020 Main Street, Suite 200
Irvine, CA 92614

(949) 797-2464
Fax (949) 798-2490

Educational approach to
retirement and education

planning focused on
individual goals.

Jeffrey Thompson
jeffrey@jerkythis.com

42362 Sierra Drive (Hwy 198),
Three Rivers, CA 93271

(559) 635-1509            www.jerkythis.com
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Animal Nutrition
Andrea Rehrman

4344 S. El Dorado Street
Stockton, CA 95206

P.O. Box 369
Stockton, CA 95201

(209) 234-4447
Fax (209) 982-1705

Toll Free (800) 543-5778
Andrea_F_Rehrman@

cargill.com
www.cargill.com

Manufacturer of
Animal Nutrition

Products
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Corporate Membership

Paul Fabares
PMB 291

4790 Irvine Blvd. #105
Irvine, CA 92620-1998

(714) 978-9452
(800) 824-9939

ranesco@sbcglobal.net
www.ranesco.com

Training Systems
for

Education & Industry

Publisher of textbooks
and teacher resources for

ag-related education

Mark Jaderstrom
69 Oxford Court

Petaluma, CA 94952
Toll Free 1-800-634-7479

mjaderstrom@g-w.com

Peter Martinovich
P.O. Box 2885

Laguna Hills, CA 92654
Toll Free 1-800-673-4993
pmartinovich@g-w.com

Goodheart-Willcox Publisher
www.g-w.com

Ward’s Natural
Science, Inc.

Amber
Fitzpatrick

Sales Representative

(702) 339-0855

amber_fitzpatrick@
vwreducation.com

www.wardsci.com

Biology, Ag Biology,
Geology

Lab Supplies
K-University

Details at horticulturevideos.com

Edward V. Mascio
P.O. Box 1517

Huntington Beach, CA 92647
(714) 893-5997
(800) 862-0447

Fax (714) 893-3613
mvsl@worldnet.att.net

Microscopes, Micro-Video Systems

Cornell University
College of Agriculture

and Life Sciences
Cathleen M. Sheils

Associate Director, Admissions
177 Roberts Hall, Ithaca, NY 14853-5905

(607) 255-2036              Fax (607) 255-8370
als_admissions@cornell.edu        www.cals.cornell.edu

Admissions office for College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences

Myron Hallauer
Branch Customer Support Manager
Worldwide Agricultural Equipment Division

1450 Ridgeview Drive, Suite 200
Reno, NV 89509
(775) 824-5523
Cell (775) 843-3410
Fax (775) 824-5559
HallauerMyronD@JohnDeere.com

Tonya Pitcher
Sales Administrator

2131 Piedmont Way
Pittsburg, CA 94565

(925) 432-3399
Fax (925) 432-3521

tonya.pitcher@agratech.com
www.agratech.com

Greenhouse  manufacturer
–  the best in the West

8

“Come Grow With Us”
Programs Available in Ag Business, Ag Science and
Education, Animal Science, Plant Science, and Land

Stewardship, plus a special major in Ag Communications

Audrey Denney
CSU, Chico; Chico, CA 95929-0310

(800) 774-1644
E-mail: AgOutreach@csuchico.edu
Website: www.csuchico.edu/AG
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Corporate Membership

Helping Educational Employees
in the Western States

William “Bill”
Ballesteros
895 Napa Ave., Suite B-3
Morro Bay, CA 93442

Office (805) 772-9400
Fax (805) 772-0865
Cell (661) 809-6191
serprograms@yahoo.com

D. Dwight
(Doc) Wait

Instructor Emeritus M.J.C.
Author-Distributor

Ornamental
Plants

Their Care, Use,
Propagation,

and Identification
P.O. Box 657

Ceres, CA 95307
dba E.H.C.

(209) 541-1002
www.plant-text.com

Excellence in
Presentations

Tom Munter
11129 Walmort Road

Wilton, CA 95693
(916) 687-8486

Fax (603) 375-0398
tommunter@excellenceinpresentations.com

www.excellenceinpresentations.com

Youth Leadership
Development

Training

Office (831) 385-5441
Toll-Free (800) 253-7346

Mobile (831) 809-8594
Fax (831) 385-4377
www.hearneco.com

www.king-brand.com

Beans, Seed, Feed, Fertilizer, Warehousing, Trucking, Retail

Larry Uelk
Feed Marketing & Sales

512 Metz Road
King City, CA 93930

LarryU@hearneco.com

Since 1938

Embroidery
Awards – Plaques

Golfing Items
Glass and Crystal

Sandcarving

9080 Elk Grove Blvd.
Elk Grove, CA (916) 685-9480

www.paulamaita.com

Executive Gifts
Promotional Products

Laser Engraving
Screen printing

T-shirts

PAULA MAITA & COMPANY

Students can select from 29 majors
in the agricultural, environmental
and human sciences. Contact us
today for more information about
our college or for our Aggie
Ambassadors to visit your school!

Korie Robinson
150 Mrak Hall

One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616

530.754.9083
krobinson@ucdavis.edu
www.caes.ucdavis.edu

Corporate Office
959 Detroit Ave., Concord, CA 94518
(925) 602-1165     Fax (925) 602-1170

Mark St. Martin
info@gatewayfundraising.com
www.gatewayfundraising.com
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P.O. Box 2367
5213 W. Main Street
Turlock, CA 95381

(800) 540-3333
Fax (209) 667-0409

www.associatedfeed.com

Animal Feed Products
and Services

The Forest
Foundation

Shaney Emerson
Education Director

853 Lincoln Way, #104
Auburn, CA 95603

Toll Free 1-866-241-TREE (8733)
Fax (530) 823-1850
Cell (530) 906-7166

se@calforestfoundation.org
www.calforestfoundation.org
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Corporate Membership

Fund Raising Service

Alvin Yamashiro
P.O. Box 1111

Claremont, CA 91711
Office: (909) 625-2887

Fax: (909) 626-5738“Mahalo Nui Loa”

Veterinary
Service,

Inc.
John R. Scheuber

President/CEO

4100 Bangs Avenue
Modesto, CA 95356

P.O. Box 583
Salida, CA 95368

(209) 545-5100 x2034
Fax (209) 545-8244

(209) 541-4092 Mobile
john.scheuber@vis.cc

Employee-owned
distributor of

animal health products

Lisa Perry
Recruiter, College of Natural Resources and Sciences

(707) 826-3273
(707) 826-3562 fax
(866) 850-9556 toll-free
lap36@humboldt.edu         www.humboldt.edu/~cnrs

1 Harpst Street, Arcata, CA 95521-8299

Agricultural
Council of
California

Emily Robidart Rooney
President

(916) 443-4887
Fax (916) 443-0601

emily@agcouncil.org
1000 G Street, Suite 230
Sacramento, CA 95814

www.agcouncil.org
Serving farmer cooperatives

and producer owner
businesses since 1919
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Pat Lewis
Regional Manager
Las Vegas, Nevada

(702) 240-7882
Cell (407) 399-0394

plewis@lab-aids.com
www.lab-aids.com

James Backman
2812 N. Hickman Road

Denair, CA 95316

(209) 620-4106
Fax (209) 667-4144

smalltown@fire2wire.com
www.smalltowngenetics.com

Showpig,
seedstock,

semen

Complete source for horticultural supplies,
greenhouse structures, coverings,

components, irrigation systems & equipment

(800) 426-8124
Fax (800) 452-8111

info@mcconkeyco.com
www.mcconkeyco.com

Jennifer Chambers
Sales Consultant

P.O. Box 1690
Sumner, WA 98390

California Poultry
Federation
Bill Mattos

President

4640 Spyres Way, Suite 4
Modesto, CA 95356

(209) 576-6355
Fax (209) 576-6119
Cell (209) 556-7555

califpoultry@cs.com

J. Bradley Barbeau, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, School of Business

100 Campus Center, Building 82A
Seaside, CA 93955-8001

(831) 582-4288             www.csumb.edu
Fax (831) 582-4251    bbarbeau@csumb.edu

California State
University

Monterey Bay



News and Views

11

Literacy for Life Teaching Awards
Our state is dependent upon the success of agriculture, yet today, we are faced with bigger challenges than ever before. Over the

last century, young people have become further removed from the land that feeds and clothes us. With more than 7 million students
in California, it is essential that these children—the next generation of consumers, parents and decision-makers—grow up with an
understanding of agriculture’s critical contributions to our society. We depend on committed teachers, including countless
vocational agriculture teachers, to help foster this understanding and appreciation for the farmers and ranchers who provide
essential resources for us all.

California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC) recognizes vocational agriculture teachers annually through
the Literacy for Life Teaching Awards. The winning educator is selected based on his/her commitment to educating students of
all ages about the significant role agriculture plays in our lives. The program often honors individuals who reach out beyond the
walls of their classroom, impacting the community, mentoring colleagues and utilizing a solid student base to increase their reach
exponentially. Visit www.learnaboutag.org/literacyforlife to apply! Applications are due December 1, annually.

Interview with Judy Aschwanden
2010 Recipient of the Literacy for Life Award, Sonoma County

This interview was originally published in the May 2010 issue of
CFAITC’s e-newsletter, Cream of the Crop.
How long have you been teaching or working with
students?

I have been teaching for a total of six years. The first two were
in Fresno at Fresno-Central West High School and I am in my
fourth year of teaching at Santa Rosa High School. My teaching
assignments have included veterinary science, animal anatomy
and physiology, viticulture, agriculture biology, and earth sci-
ence in agriculture.
Why did you choose to become an educator?

There is a long history of teachers in our family. I knew that I
wanted to stay involved in all aspects of the agriculture industry
and leadership opportunities of the FFA, and being immersed in
it every day as an agriculture instructor was the perfect way to
accomplish that goal. Growing up, I was an active member of
both 4-H and FFA and have experienced most of what it has to
offer. I am a true believer and advocate for agriculture and
agriculture education.
Describe any innovative agriculture-based projects you have
been involved in developing.

As agriculture instructors at the high school level, we are
fortunate to have The National FFA Organization as a core
component to curriculum. With this leadership organization,
students have the opportunity to organize and implement nu-
merous community outreach activities.

With the nature of our program and its extensive facilities, the
Agriculture Department hosts numerous field trips on campus
and at the school farm.
✔ Community Days at the Farm

The students organize, plan and plant a pumpkin patch that is
open to the public on weekends. The community members on
the Ag Boosters host a BBQ. Local elementary schools take field
trips out to the school farm to learn about how the pumpkins and
grapes are grown and the processes of planting to picking.
✔ Girl Scout Day at the Farm

Local Girl Scout troops visit the school farm to earn a badge.
Students coordinate four booths for girls to visit: a booth on
pumpkins; winegrape growing and viticulture; FFA and leader-
ship; and corn production.
✔ Field Trips on Campus for 2nd-6th Graders and Visiting Adminis-

trators
With the facilities on campus including a veterinary technol-

ogy lab, greenhouse and barn with turkeys and winter hogs, the
request for field trips arises. Students in the Animal Anatomy (Continued on page 12)

and Viticulture classes coordinate rotations for guests to visit.
✔ Volunteering Service

Students volunteer their time and service to numerous agri-
culture business and organizations across the county.
Tell us about one person who has most influenced your own
education and educational career.

I have been extremely fortunate to have a supportive family
that has instilled the important core values of hard work, dedi-
cation and commitment. They have always provided encourage-
ment in all of my endeavors. I credit my family, high school
agriculture teachers, college teacher educator, colleagues and
students for my passion for agriculture and education.
Tell us about a golden teaching moment.

Whether in my classroom, on a trip or outside at the farm,
golden teaching moments come along often. What makes me the
most proud is when current and past students continue on the
journey of passing the information about agriculture on to
others — when they take what they have learned in agriculture
education classes and the leadership experiences gained from
being members of the FFA and become advocates for agriculture
and influences in the community to educate others.
What is your favorite AITC program/resource/event and
why?

The mission and purpose of the AITC program is a blessing to
the agriculture industry. The resources that AITC provides to
educators and the information that it provides to students and
community members plays a huge role in the success of this
industry. I use AITC resources in my classroom and my students
use them when preparing presentations for other community
members.
Why is it important for our students to be agriculturally
literate and aware in today’s society?

With the growth of communities and schools, there is a de-
crease in the number of students that learn about agriculture
from their families, or classroom experiences prior to entering
high school. There is a disconnect with individuals between
what is necessary to live and knowing where those resources
come from. Agriculture is a number one industry that is neces-
sary for survival. Individuals need to understand its relation-
ship to our environment, economy and home. It is up to us to
introduce them to the field of agriculture and the importance
and impact on them as individuals and as a society. As an
educator, there is an understanding that if we want the agricul-
ture industry to remain solid and strong, we must ensure that
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(Continued from page 11)
Interview with Judy Aschwanden

students are educated in the area of agriculture and that they
become advocates for the industry. Our goal is not to create
farmers only, but community members who can make educated
decisions about agriculture and understand this vital industry.
Through the instruction of the science and CTE standards, I am
able to ensure that my students gain an understanding of the
economic, biologic and sociologic importance of the agriculture
industry. I am able to show students how to apply the informa-
tion they gather to their daily lives. ✤

Meet California FFA Advisor Legend Stan Rose
Stan dominated the poultry judging team (CDE) world and was a legendary swine advisor at county, and state fairs and shows.

He had 100+ State FFA Degrees, 20+ American Farmer Degrees, one High Individual National Poultry recipient, six State Officers
and 25+ State Championship Teams. Stan is also a Past President of the California Agricultural Teachers’ Association.

What is student achievement?
When a student learns specific skills and

feels good about him/herself.
What is “winning”?

“Winning” is really doing the best you do
and being the best you can be-setting expecta-
tions for self and then achieving them.
How do/did you motivate students?

Allow them to succeed and have success —
giving positive strokes.
Who/how do/did you ask for help?

Looked for someone successful and then
asked for help.
What is a coach?

A friend, a mentor, role model, counselor,
team builder!
How do you coach?

Teach kids to set goals. Coach to reach high —
one step at a time!
How do you get students motivated?

Talk to students about goal setting and then help to achieve
goals. “Success breeds success!”
How do/did you supervise projects for success?

Visit projects, give students feedback, listen to students, and
make sure the project is a positive experience.
Why didn’t you ever quit or stop?

I enjoyed what I was doing.
How do you prepare for practice?

Set time schedule and materials. Expect attendance. Have
start/end time.
How do you get students qualified and ready and/or elected
to become a State FFA officer?

Start with the FFA Creed. Get student involved in as many
leadership activities as they can handle. Have students meet
state and national officers. Take FFA members to state and
national conferences.

Who wins when a student wins?
EVERYBODY WINS! Parents, teachers, high

school, district, community and FFA chapter.
How did you build a tradition?

Success breeds success!
How do you gain/give respect?

Be professional!
How/why did you do “it”?

Once a successful foundation has been laid
down, students gravitate toward it.
Advice to FFA advisors?

First, stay professional. Second, develop com-
munity support through community service.
Finally, take advantage of all the FFA opportu-
nities that the teaching profession and FFA
organization offers (Parli Pro, Creed, public
speaking, judging teams, fairs and shows). Don’t
just be a livestock jock!
Any final comments?

I was fortunate enough to have an outstanding high school
agriculture teacher, Emile LaSalle, who recognized potential in
me... that was the beginning! ✤

Stan Rose, Retired Agriculture
Teacher, Righetti High School
(1969–2005)

Important Tax
Notice to

CATA
Members

Contributions or gifts to
CATA are not deductible as
charitable contributions for
income tax purposes. How-
ever, CATA dues may be tax
deductible as an ordinary and
necessary business expense.
Please consult your tax advi-
sor. ✤
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2010 Conference Award Winners

Outstanding Young Teacher – Judy Aschwanden, St. Helena High
School. Presenting the award is CATA State President Larry Wright.

Outstanding Teacher: Don
Wilson Memorial Award –
Kimberley Miller, Mission Viejo
High School. Presenting the award
is CATA State President Larry
Wright.

Outstanding 2-3 Person Secondary Program – Bret Harte: Roy
Beck and Carrie Phillips.
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2010 Conference Award Winners

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued from page 13)

Outstanding Large Secondary Program and Outstanding Sec-
ondary Agricultural Education Program State Winner – Atwater
High School: Dan Flatt, Jackie Ioimo, Dave Gossman, Beth Knapp,
Natalie Kirschner and Sam Meredith.

Outstanding Large Commu-
nity College Program and Out-
standing Community College
Program State Winner – Santa
Rosa Junior College: Casey Cole
Gatrell, Bob Fraser and Pj LoCoco
(not pictured: Dan Famini, Steve
Mullany, Merilark Padgett-
Johnson, Kasey Wade, and Ben
Whitaker).

2010 CATA Hall of Fame Inductees – Stan Rose and Abdul Mohamed.
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PCA Ad

(Continued from page 14)

2010 Conference Award Winners

Teacher of Excellence Winners – Wayne Forsythe, Lilly Pimentel, Steven Rocca, Brent Newport, Katy Cardoza, John Avila, Trena Kimler-
Richards, Ric Lemucchi, Nikki Maddux and Kimberley Miller.
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October 20–23 ........................................................ National FFA Convention ........................................................... Indianapolis
November 6 ................................................................. Cotton State Finals ................................................................ CSU - Fresno
November 13 ....................................................... San Joaquin Region Meeting ................................................................ Lemoore
November 13 ........................................................... Central Region Meeting ...................................................................... Esparto
November 18–19 ............................................... New Professionals Conference .................................................................. Fresno
December 1–4 ...................................................... National NAAE Convention ..................................................... Las Vegas, NV
December 2–4 .......................................... Community College Midwinter Institute .................................................... Berkeley
December 10–11 ..................................................... Superior Region Meeting ........................................................ Hamilton City

January 13–14 ......................................................... Winter Governing Board ........................................................................... Galt
January 21–22 ........................................................ Student Teacher Conclave .................................................................. Modesto
January 29 .......................................................... Natural Resources State Finals ................................................ Reedley College
February 5 ...................................... Winter State Finals - Citrus, Tree and Vine Pruning .................................. CSU - Fresno
February 19 ............................................................. Superior Region Meeting ................................................................... Redding
February 26 .............................................................. Central Region Meeting .................................................................... Stockton
February 26 .......................................................... San Joaquin Region Meeting .................................................................. Madera
February 28 .......................................................... South Coast Region Meeting.................................................. San Luis Obispo
March 26 .............................................................. North Coast Region Meeting .................................................................... Dixon
April 2 ..................................................................... Southern Region Meeting ................................................................... Pomona
April 16 ..................................................................... CSU - Fresno Field Day ............................................................ CSU - Fresno
April 16–19 ...................................................... State FFA Leadership Conference ............................................................... Fresno
April 20–23 .............................................................. NAAE Region I Meeting ....................................................................... Fresno
May 7 ........................................................................ State FFA Judging Finals ................................... Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo
June 19 ................................................................ Executive Committee Meeting .............................. Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo
June 19 ............................................................. Pre-Conference Governing Board ........................... Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo
June 19–23 .............................................................CATA Summer Conference ................................. Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo
June 23 ............................................................ Governing Board Summer Retreat ............................................ San Luis Obispo


